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Evolving through at least twenty-five hundred years, classical Indian dancing
began as a part of religious offering and was held in high respect as a
discipline fit to be studied and recorded in Sanskrit, the language of the

privileged class. (Goodman 251)
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The production, consumption, reception and re-use of the ‘text’ has the
potential to change the shape and nature of the context/location, even as the
‘text’ itself is changed and shaped by the context/location. It is through the
text’s being and becoming that culture is produced and participated in. The
processes of being and becoming are those which we have indicated as

‘cultural process’ and undertaken to study. (Basu 9)
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